
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Wednesday, 1 November 2006] 

 p8008b-8010a 
Hon Giz Watson 

 [1] 

PRISONER TRANSPORT SERVICES 
Statement 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [9.51 pm]:  I bring to the attention of the house some information 
that came to my attention at a meeting I attended last week with the executive committee of the Aboriginal Legal 
Service.  The committee brings together Aboriginal representatives from all around regional Western Australia 
and the metropolitan area.  One of the members at that meeting told me about an incident that I have 
subsequently found occurred on 17 October this year.  It involves the transportation of prisoners to Roebourne 
Regional Prison by the contractor Integration Management Services Corporation Pty Ltd.  The vehicle in which 
some prisoners were being transported broke down once, if not on several occasions, with the result that the 
journey took 22 hours to complete.  I do not know exactly what the temperature was north of Roebourne on 
17 October but I imagine it was very hot.  It is likely to have been in the high 30s or low 40s.  Therefore, it 
would have been considerably hotter inside the truck.  The truck contained 10 men and four women.  During that 
time the prisoners were not allowed to leave the vehicle at all.  This is an extraordinary circumstance, which I am 
sure members will not have heard about via any source other than this statement.  It is totally unacceptable that 
the 14 prisoners and the employees of AIMS, who also had to stay with the truck, were stranded in the heat of 
the Kimberley for 22 hours.  I believe that the truck did not reach Roebourne Regional Prison until 4.00 am the 
following day. 

This incident again raises very serious concerns about the operation of prisoner transport services.  It is worth 
reminding members that this is not the first case in which the issue of the transportation of prisoners has been 
criticised.  I was reminded to look again at the third report by the Inspector of Custodial Services, which was 
produced in 2001 and is titled “Report of an Announced Inspection of Adult Prisoner Transport Services”.  The 
report raised some very serious concerns and it is worth reiterating them.  Members must bear in mind that these 
concerns relate to this circumstance.  In this recent incident the 14 prisoners were not allowed to leave the 
vehicle.  The vehicle contained men and women, which raises safety issues and very serious health issues also.  
Clearly, over 22 hours those people would have had to use toilet facilities.  It is totally unacceptable that 
anybody in Western Australia would be treated in that way.  The report by the Inspector of Custodial Services 
made some recommendations that are worth raising again with the government because ultimately the 
responsibility for an event like this must be sheeted home to the Department of Corrective Services.  Members 
will be aware of the Greens (WA) views about private operators running the service.  I do not know at this stage 
who is ultimately to blame.  Vehicles do break down, and that is probably not the most critical point.  The point 
is why it took so long for assistance to be provided.  It is extraordinary that there were not more serious 
outcomes for the people who were left stranded in the vehicle.  The third report of the Inspector of Custodial 
Services made the following comment at paragraph 4.1 on page 34 regarding the transport of prisoners in the 
state - 

Following a protracted process, the Department of Justice contracted out the provision of transportation 
services of adult persons in custody.  The objective was to provide an integrated service that would 
prove less expensive - 

It certainly is that - 

while becoming more accountable, safer and improving the quality of service.  In this process, there 
was always a danger that the human side of what is a human service may have got somewhat lost.  The 
safety, care and wellbeing of prisoners must always constitute the primary consideration.  The 
Inspection has given rise to questions as to whether this has always been the case. 

4.2 The reality of transportation for prisoners is that they are often dehumanised and subjected to 
substandard conditions.  Prisoners told Inspection Officers of their fear while locked in the 
compartments of vehicles - fear that is exacerbated by the lack of anchor points, hard seating, 
speed and disorientation.  The often inadequate provision of ablution facilities, drinking water, 
food, climatic controls and emergency procedures has further exacerbated their situation.  
Added to this, the often inappropriate use of restraints demeans those minimum-security 
prisoners who are moving toward release and resettlement into the community.  The design of 
vehicles has not passed independent scrutiny for their suitability in the transport of people, 
especially over long distances.  The fact that the people being transported happen to be 
prisoners is no justification or excuse.  In summary, the serious issues raised in this Report 
regarding the performance of the Contract cast doubt on the claim that the objectives of the 
out-sourcing of prisoner transport services have been achieved. 

My question to the government is whether an inquiry will be conducted into this incident and what the 
government will do to ensure that such a circumstance does not arise again.  I also ask whether there has been a 
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breach of contract between AIMS and the Department of Corrective Services and, if so, what will be done about 
that.  This is just another in a series of issues that have arisen while AIMS has been operating these services.  
Members will be aware that the issue of custodial services has been raised a number of times, and in a number of 
cases it has been found to be, at the very least, inadequate.  In this circumstance, it very seriously put in jeopardy 
the health and safety of 14 people. 

My concern is that because these events are occurring in the remote parts of the state, they often do not come to 
the attention of the public.  These events should not be occurring in this day and age.  That led me to think about 
our historic transportation of Aboriginal prisoners.  In this case - not surprisingly - the prisoners were Aboriginal.  
I thank the people who raised this issue with me at that meeting.  I hope that in due time I will get a response 
from the government about what sort of investigation will be carried out, and an assurance that this sort of event 
will never occur again. 
 


